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ef 
e Deor Readers 


e GOKULAM is celebrating its 

twenty second birthday and I can 
almost hear you singing, “Happy 
Birthday!” Thank you on behalf of all 
of us here, who work hard to make this 
magazine interesting and informative. 

As you are well aware, Gokulam is 
for children and by children. Most of 
its pages shine bright with creative 
contributions from its readers. 
However; it is also a fact of life that 
children grow up and become adults, 
Many adults continue to read Gokulem 





1) and buy it for themselves and 
Od their children. But others 
=) grow up and switch over to 
et various adult magazines. 
Therefore it becomes 
important for Gokulam to get 

new young readers 

every year to 


compensate for those who leave us. This is where 
we need your help: Easy for you but valuable for 
Us. 

Just write to us using a postcard, inland letter or envelope 
giving the name and complete address of your school 
including pincode. On receipt of your letter, we will write to 
your Principal, sending him/her a sample copy of Gokulam 
and requesting to buy as many copies of Gokulam as possible 
for the school library. If our request is granted, your 
schoolmates too will benefit by reading Gokulam just as you 
have. 

So, pick up your pen and start writing. Your letter, giving 
your school address in full, will be the best birthday gift that 
Gokulam can receive from you. 


- Editor, 








Cover Story 





Ts two years ago, the only 
two working directors in 
Bharathan Publications Pvt. Ltd. 
were Sri.V.Muraliand myself, 
K.Rajendran. The organization was 
ishing three Tamil magazines, 
Gokulam (Tamil) and 
Mangayar Malar. Murali and 1 made 
a business trip to Mumbai and were 
returning to Chennai by the Dadar 













express, 
The train 
stopped at an 
imermediary station 
and our compartment 
‘w happened to halt exactly 
— opposite Wheeler & 
Co’snews stand, Murali 
gazed at the magazines 
dangling in the news stand for acouple 
of minutes and all of a sudden asked 
me as to why we couldn't bring out 
an English edition of Gokulam. | was 
taken aback at the suggestion, but it 
took me only a few seconds to assure 
myself ofits feasibility. Gokulam in 
Tamil was already a household name 

in Tamil Nadu. 


bh 





I thought that we could use many 
of the stories and illustrations 
appearing in the Tamil version. 
Murali and I excitedly made plans 
throughout the journey. The Dsdar 
express became. our Gokulam 
express! 

Back in Chennai, I requested 
Ms Rukmini Ramachandran to help us 
with our plans, She took over as the 
first editor of English Gokulam, We 
aimed at a limited circulation, but 











whatever we printed was sold out, 
Ms.Ramachandran is currently 
heading the Navadisha Montessori 
School in Velachery, Chennai. 


Next came in Ms.Sandhya 
Sridhar, who had entirely different 
views regarding Gokulam, She felt 
strongly that the English edition must 
be entirely different from that of its 
Tamil counterpart and that there 
should beno translations. She insisted 
that English Gokulam should have a 
character of its own and should cary 
as many of its readers’ creations as 
possible, I went along with her ard it 
was she who made this magazine, for, 
of and by children’, She introduced 





many new features of which the 
Grandmaworm column proved to be 
very popular and is still being sought 
after. In short, she shaped Gokulam 
to be what it is today. Sandhya now 
runs her own features agency 


Then came Sujatha and Priya and 
both of them gave their best to 
Gokulam, In between arrivals and 
departures of new hands, 1 nurtured 
Gokulam in the best way I could till 
my retirement four years ago. 

Looking back after two decades 









its journey at full 
throttle in 
wonderland of 
Children’s 


the 


creativity! 


English 
Gokulam” 
Assistant Es 





tor 
(June 1989 - April 1990): 


Wien 1 joined the organization, I 
was the you 


out of coll 


person there 
. I was enthusiastic but 








- Ajourney along with 


Mr.Rajendran, the founder-editor of Gokulam 


and two years, I must say that the past 
has been very satisfying in the service 
of growing children, who will shape 
the future of this country 


were also rewarding since Ile 





The years 
da 





Jot from the young readers. 


May Gokulam Express continue 





+V. Murali 





daunted by the idea of putting together 
a magazine for children in a month's 
time, that too cover to cover! What 
ideas could 1 draw on? What would 
the children like? 

Everyone at Kalki office had an 
opinion and was happy to share, The 





* K Rajendran 










greatest 
wisdom flowed down 
from Azha Valliappa sir. He 
‘was the editor of Tamil Gokulam and 
a renowned writer for children. “We 
could translate some of the stories 
he said and gave lots of ideas for 
articles that could be done in any 
language. At home, my mi 
Anandhi took a keen interest in my 
work - “Focus on Nature 
“Children need to be inspired by 
Nature.” Gundu Mani sir would sa 
“Let us write about sports, it has an 
nal appeal to children. Kalki 
Rajendran would look into my cubicle 
ashe arrived in the late afternoon. “Let 





she said. 





Us try to focus on current events. 
Topicalty isimportant,” he would say 
“We need puzzles and jokes to inject 
some lightness,” I was told. And for 
our very first cover page, we found a 
picture of a girl holding roses. Though 
it was not quite what I imagined the 
cover to be, with red roses for the 
readers could we go wrong? 











The press folk could not bring 
themselves to address me by name and 
call me Rukmini, t would have been 
‘oo familiar. I was not quite the age 
where ma‘am would have set the right 
tone, So they would call me English 
iokulam, "Has English Gokulam 


gone home tods 


I remember three ideas that went 
very well, that I was very proud to 
have been a pan of. We did “Oh Those 
Childhood Days...” where we focussed 
‘on the childhood of famous men and 
women. This was an inspiring series 
with marvellous support “rom 
Umapathy, the cartoonist/artist. We 
covered the childhood of div 
personalities including Rukmini Devi, 
ie Chaplin, Rajaji, Margaret 
her, M. S. Subbulakshmi, 
Kelucharan Mahapatraa and Amjad 
Ali Khan. The second thing that raised 
aot of interest in the children was a 
The 
children would write in questions on 





se 











column - Ask Aunty Leela 


a wide variety of subjects and we 
would help them out, The thire was 





set of interviews we did with 


working’children - ball hoys and tea 








servers, petrol bunk assistants: and 
shop boys. Inter 
ly ch 


magazine and gave itu special tone, 


Them 


fon which we would all work late to 
get it finished. We would get special 





ews with children 





need the focus 0° the 





ve had a “forme day” 





coffee and could order ‘chola puri 





when we worked late. The mi 

‘would finally arrive in our eager hands 

with the unmistakable smell of 

undried ink, warmed by its ride thoug 

the hungry machines. It was always 

worth it like the birth of a new baby 
nonth after month 


MsSandhya Sridhar - 
“Gokulam was like my baby": 











Tr was March 1990. 1 had just 
written my final exams for my BA 
Literature course and was all set for a 
Kerala vacation with my 
sisters. But a chance call and a 
meeting with Mr. K. Rajendran, 
Editor, Kalki changed the course of 
not just that summer, but I think, my 
life as well. 

After the meeting I returned with 
the promise of a first job and a very 
princely salary for those times - 
Rs.1,500. M: 
sceptic of my choice of profession, 
journalism, was thrilled as well. For 
the amount was the 


arents and 














starting salary at that time, for an 
Engineering graduate as well. The 
sceptic was convinced and from then 
on to this day, he has never ever said 
a word against writers or journalists, 

Thus began my discovery and 
exploration of writing for children, 
and children writing, Each day was a 
new learning experience. My sincere 
gratitude to Mrs, Kamala Chandrakant 
of India Book House who diligently 
trained me to edit and create the 
monthly magazine, then 96 pages 

My highest point in creating an 
issue was discovering a child writer, 
whose truth came through in their 
story. And every issue, there was sure 
tobe one. Every issue of the magazine 
‘was like anew baby, special and much 
loved. 

Today, I continue to write for 
Gokulam. I continue to read itas well! 
Here’s wishing this lone ranger among 














children’s magazines a long, long life! copied”! I discovered the ‘poet’ 
in. me when my young readers 
Ms. Priya Ravi taught me how easy it was to find 
“Potter to Plotter!”: thymes for the toughest of 
T feel elated to reconnect with young Sounds. And then as though to 
Gokulam readers across the globe through Sharpen my dull wits, kids, sent 
this birthday issue. Gokulam was virtually ™¢tiddle and puzzles and ‘blede’ 
a‘Gurukulam’ for me-a'homely’ learning Jokes, many of them truly original 
experience, a thrilling eye - opener! Thad @ndwitty. 
always ridiculed people who were crazy __! will cherish memories of 
about Harry Potter. Even before I had interviews with child achievers 
flipped through the first chapter of the first. like Sania Mirza, youngest 
Potter book, I had decided it was a silly _¢ntrepreneur in the world- Suhas 
fairy tale unworthy of reading and then Gopinath, who were Gokulam 
with one wave of the Potter wand, you and readers like you! 
Harry had me spellbound - and potty! Tcould go on and on, on these 
‘Along with you [learnt so much -about lines but as an editor that is the 
careers, science, handicrafts, history and first thing one learnt - “keep it 
culture, mythology etal, [particularly liked short!" I join you all in wisting 
the entries to the Budding Chef Column our favourite Gokulam a Happy 
and made sure I tried outeach one of them Birthday! Many of you have often 
even though the line in bold at the bottom repeated “East or West Gokulam 
of the recipe stated: “This is my mother's is the Best” -I can only add - “OF 
own and my original creation and not course itis!” 








Editor Today 


Ms.seetha Ravi, our current editor, feels that children 
are our future anditis imperative that they shouldbe allowed 
to raise their voice and voce ther views, And Gokulam is 
‘the’ place where they can express their thoughts, innermost 
feelings and emotions. It isa platform to showcase their 
LESS creative abilities and artistic talents as well. “We, at the 
*Ms. Seetha editorial are just the facilitators, and it is our readers who 
have been actualy putting the magazine together, and will 
continue to do so, When readers nurtured by Gokulam grow into thinkers and 
good writers, we fel truly rewarded.” ie 











It’s Your Day! 








eJ ia is celebrating her 17th birthday on 
26 July ‘09. We wish her success in life and may God give 

her joy and happiness. 
- Wishes from Dad, Mom, Anuchitra Krishnan 










elebrates his 16th birthday on Ist of 
We wish him all the best for his upcoming exams 
sand success in life 

Best wishes from Dad, Mom, brother Ran 





inivasan celebrates her 13th birthday on 3rd July. We 
wd health, happiness, prosperity and a very bright future 
~ Best wishes from Sri.Kasilingamkannaiyan & Karpagam 
(grandparents), Mrs. Gomadhi and Komala Srinivasan, 
Nalini, Nayeenan (siblings), Mr&Mrs. P.Komagan, Vasha & Kanishka, 
andakumar and family. Mr, Saimon Sathya Dass and his family, 
Baby Shravan (Sunil) is turning One on July 23rd. 
Our Little Darling is ‘One’ ; There is no stopping his fun; May the smiles of 
this day grow year by year: Happy One” derful birthday 
for our baby dear! A 
With lots of love Suklesh & Sukitha 


Cut the == : 
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Focus Light 





2008 is indeed a day which will 
down in the annals of India’s boxin: 
history. It was on this d 
Vijender Kumar won th 
bronze medal in boxing, for himse! 
as well as for his country, Taki 
part in the middleweight cat 
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the 
twenty two year old boxer defeated 
Equador's Carlos Goncora in the 
quarter finals, thus assurit 
of a medal, Speakin 
later, he claimed this to be a historic 











g him: 








to the press 


moment in his life. 

Hailing from Kaluwas village in 
Bhiwani district of Haryana. 
Vijender was introduced to the sport 
at the age of thirteen by his elder 
brother Manoj Kumar, who is 


himself a boxer. Being the son of a 


About the Sport 


Boxing, also known as Pugilism, 
is a combat sport where two 
participants of similar weight fight 
with each other using their wrists 
as the main weapon. The fight 
lasts for two to three minutes, 
known as ‘rounds’. The winner 
is the one who knocks down the 
Opponent. The referee counts ten 


10 coxuram Jy 2009 













- ‘Th 


bus conductor, finance was 
ajor issue, but fortunat 





the cradle of Indian boxirg 
ed this talented boy uncler 
of coach Jagdish 
The BBC boxing club in 
Bhiwani where he used to train, is 








seconds and if the participant is 
unable to get up, he loses the 
match. This is referred to as the 
Knock Out. 


Protective Gear 
Since boxing involves fist fighting 
and punching, boxers must take 
precautions against bodily injuries, 
especially the head, jaws and hands, 
Hand wraps and gloves are worn to 
Protect the bones of the hand and 





Olympics was 
way back in 2004, 
Athens, but he 


Boxer from Bhiwani’ _ 5 ss0cked ou 


in the first round! 
one of the best of its kind in Asia However, with 
and has produced a numbe 





Of sheer grit and 
national level boxers including determination, he 
India’s Beijing medal hope, Akhil bounced back 
Kumar 

Vijender's fi 
participation in. the 





within two y 





of this defeat by 
at the 2006 
ames at Australia, 

+ Receiving nd then there was no stopping this 
the “Arjuna Award b d 





winning the silv 







nwealth 















am run which 
ted in his winning an 





dal. ‘Though many 
come close to 


Lin the previous 





dal has always 
em, But Vijender’s 
nded this drought 
5 also inspired many 


oo Rajan 





wrists. A mouth guard is also synthetic material is used by boxers 
used to protect the teeth, gums to practice power punching and body 
and jaws. Head gear is used to blows, while a small pearl drop 
prevent injury to the brain as well _ shaped speed bag is used to increase 
as to prevent external cuts and the boxer’s reflexes and repetitive 
wounds, 
The ‘Punching Bag’ 

ypically boxers practice and 
hone their skills on two basic types 
of punching bags. A large, heavy 
cylindrical bag filled with sand or 






others to pursue every 
sportsperson’s ultimate 
dream, an ‘Olympic 
medal!’ 


Vijender, with his 
poster boy looks, feels 
that boxing is always 
associated with 
But in reality 








mind, body and sport, 
and requires a lot of ener 
training, foot work, skill training and 
developing endurance, are all a part 
of his rigorous training schedule. His 
diet includes fat free foods, proteins 
carbohydrates and lots of water. 
Junk food is strictly off limits for this 
strapping six- footer. 









Armed with a strong cross, hook 
and upper cut, he moves well within 
the ring. The Right Straight is his 













favourite punch, with 
which he knocked out 
players from Croatia, 


Thailand and 
Uzbekistan before 
winning the Olympic 








onze. His medal kitty 
also includes the bronze 
at the 2006 Doha Asian 
ames and silver at the 
igious Kings Cup 









nes in 2003 und is also an Arjuna 
Awardee. Inspired by ‘Rocky’ 
movies and his dreams, his advice 
to youngsters is to be passionate 
er they do, whether it 
be studies, music, dance or sports. 
and wina gold 
dal at the 2012 London Olympics, 
Which may force the Indian populace 
beyond cricket!! 


about wha 








And he is rarin; 












to thin 








punching skills. 


Types of Punches 

he sport involves four basic 
types of punches, the Hook, 
dab, Cross and Uppercut. The 
opponent uses many defence 
techniques to evade or block the 
punches. Slip, Sway, Duck, Bob, 
Parry and Block are some of the 
methods used by boxers to avoid 
i ing strikes. 
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Boxing and Women 

Generally deemed to be as mens 
sport, women too have made great 
inroads in this sport in the past two 
decades. The Webber sisters, Laila 
Ali (daughter of Mohammed Ali) and 
Christy Martin are some of the 
women boxers who have worked 
hard to bring recognition and 
Popularity to the feminine version of 


this sport. 5 













Speak Out 


Ragging in India has crossed all 
limits and students have started 
committing suicide due to unbearable 
torture by their seniors. My question 
is, what are the government and the 
college officials doing..? When 
parents send children to colleges, hey 
expect them to study well but how 
does one study ifragging occurs at this 
rate... Due to. pressure from both 
public nd media, the government has 
taken steps to ban it. It has also 


of the victims 
have died, and 
some are in such 
abad state as to be 
called a living 
compse. WHY..?? 
Why can’t this 
world be a united 
and peaceful place 
to live in..? Why “* 
are Indians targetted? Whoever it may 
be, Indians, or any other nationality, 
why should they be attacked? Why 
whould you stab an innocent student 


Why Violence? 


introduced an anti-ragging 24-hour 
helpline from 15th June’09. 


Some steps have been taken to 
stop ragging, but no actual action is 
being taken against racial attacks 
Australia, a so called civilized, 
developed and modern country, has 
seen the most number of attacks, and 
the targets have been Indians. Some 








ait? 


with a screwdriver?! All wantto say 
is, "Please Stop Violence.” 
ur government too must muster 
international support and pressurize 
the Australian government to take 
action against the perpetrators ofthese 
crimes and also provide security to our 
students there. 
~ Shilpita Nanda, Std. Vill, 
Stewart School, Bhubaneshwar, 
Orissa 


ria 






Grandmaworm 








Dear Grandma, 

My brother is eight years old. 
Whenever I advise him, he is 
unable to take it positively. He 
defies me and creates a scene. 
What can I do? 
= RSrivaibay, Hosur 

Dear Srivaibay, 

Itis very common for the younger 
sibling 10 defy the elder one, This is 
because they do not want to accept 
that they are less experienced and 
less informed on account of their 
age. They want ta feel equal to 
others. However this does not mean 
that filial affection is any the less. 1 
would suggest that when you give 
advice, make it appear as though it 
is just a friendly tip and not a 
command. Secondly, on other day 
10 day matters look upon him as a 
close friend. Ihave a feeling he will 
respond and both of you will be much 
happier than what you are today. 

eee 























) 





Before every exam I pray to 
God for the best of results, But the 


Do Ghosts 


Lord doesn’t help me - especially 
in maths. Why? 
shank, Bengalooru 

Dear Nishank, 

God will not make you get very 
good marks unless you deserve it, So 
iris for you to study well and achie 
what you want. God can only help 
you to help yourself. Make best use 
ofthe time available. Request elders 
tohelp you ifyou have doubts in your 











lessons. Read, write and rewrite. 
Only hardwork will be rewarded 
with best results. 

eee 









uring 
my summer 
hols, I went 
EM to a village 
PAE | near Thiruva- 
rur. There I 
got scared listening to many stories 
about ghosts, living in each and 
every home! Then I dreamt that I 
was speaking to ghosts! Please 
help me. Do ghosts really exist in 
this world? 
~ R. Kiruthika, Madurai 
Dear Kiruthika, 
For every person who swears he 
has seen a ghost, there are thousands 










Really Exist? 


who will say they have never seen 
one. This proves beyond any doubt 
that ghost stories can be told in an 
interesting and thrilling manner. 
Therefore you will hear many 
stories, see many movies and read 
several books featuring ghosts. 
Listen to ghost stories but don't 
believe in them. Laugh them off! As 
‘for dreams, they are just dreams and 
not reality. Many dreams are a 
reflection of events or ideas which 
have affected you deeply in real life. 
So, ignore them. If perhaps you are 





nervous, keep a 
night — bulb 
switched on in 
your bedroom. 
Exercise well, so 
that you get 
sound sleep 
without any 
dreams. 
eee 











I play computer games for a 
long time. I try to control myself 


but am unable to. What am I to 

do? 
- Shiva Subramaniam, 
Coimbatore 

Dear Shiva, 

The T.V. and computer are 
supposed to help us in many ways, 
Instead we allow than to be masters 
and we become their slaves! 
Entertainment is okay. It brings 
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about a change in our routine and 
helps us to relax. But we should not 
allow such relaxation to over ride 
our real and more important work 
If we don't resist this domination 
our entire future will be affected. 
So, try not to be a slave of 
computer games. If you are unable 
to control yourself, ask your dad 
to lock up the computer and allow 
you to use it only during 

holidays, and that to0 

for a limited period of 

time every day. 
eee 


I am the 
captain of my 
class and I try my } 
best to maintain discipline. But 
my classmates think I am A 
proud and often quarrel with | 
me. How can I tackle this 


a 
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‘ 
¥ 


problem? 
- Janveer Jahan, Gulbarga 
Dear Janveer, 
Discipline has to be enforced. But 
itcannot be enforced by authority or 
threat of punishment. It is the mind 
and not the body which has to be 
fine-tuned. Discipline can be 
cultivated through friendship and by 
setting up a fine example for others 
to follow. If everyone in the class 
{feels as ifhe is the captain, discipline 
will come naturally 10 one and all. 
So, talk to your classmates and seek 
their co-operation asa comrade and 
not as a superior person. It is as 
much their class as it is yours and 
everyone has a share ifit getsa good 
name. Try to make them understand 
this. I'm sure you will succeed. 
Love, 
Grandmaworm 





Name 





















































Address 
Phone No: Email : 
fps T year 2 years JOverse 1 year 2 year 
zs Rs.120/- Rs.220/-| peisieead Rs, 1,200/- Rs.2,200/- 
Amount enclosed : Rs ‘Only Demand Drafts and Money Orders accepted 

















‘The Circulation Manager 
Gokulam 
Kalki Buildings’, 
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E-mail : subscription @kalkiweekly.com 


You can also register 
with your newspaper 
agent for a month after 
month door delivery 















Budding Bards 








The tittle gil wanted to know Utilize every minute and second 

‘What was it that made time go, This is what I'd recommend 

So fast, so unbelievingly fast Time has wings to fly to the future 

‘That no good thing could ever last. While our dreams we happily 

Her father looked up from his book nurture: 

With a serious, but kind look If, my child you respect 

‘Little gir!’ said he punctuality 

“This is not a question to be Your dreams will turn into reality: 

answered by me’ 

So the little girl ran -Anangsha Alammyar, 

‘To where her mother was washing Std Xi, 
the pan Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayz, 





Hearing her question the mother said Golaghat, Assam. 


“Better go and ask your grand-dad’ 
‘The grandfather was in the garden 
‘Tending to the flowers with his hand 
‘And when the gir! put the 
question to him 
A thoughtful crease appeared 
on his chin 
“Time, my dear girl”, said he 
“Is on a very long journey 
Ithas to reach the future 
Long before the Pastis over / 
The Present is where vy, 
it stops to rest 
And this is when we 
should do our best. 


Flight of 


Time 






Oh, What-a Bore! 


The computer class on Wednesday 
Was the most boring class of the day 
As I tolerated more and more 

‘My temperature began to soar. 

So, I started to write a poem 

To ease my mind and feel well 


When suddenly entered the Vice-Principal 


In the class a strange silence fell. 


My heart stopped beating 

As she sat behind me 

I looked only to the front 

For her face I didn’t want to see 


Attentive students we were, she found 
‘As her eyes moved all around 


When the bell rang, I let out my breath ~ 


For it was like escape from death!! 


T have tension 

Coz I'm going to appear 
For the examination 
Father has tension 

Coz, when he wrote the file, he forgot 
The important points to mention 
Mom has tension 

As my dear aunt has not 
Given her an invitation 
Brother has tension 

As he went to school 
Without reading the lesson 
Sister has tension 

As she slept late 

‘And couldn't go for tution 
Grandpa has tension 


As he hasn't yet received 
His pension 









Do you too have some tension? 
Ifs0.. 





Please don’t mention!! 


-Sowmya Subhadarshini, 
Std Vill, 

D.A.V.Public School, 
BBSR, Orissa. 






as 
There was an old man of Per 
Who dreamt he was eating his shoe 
He awoke one night 


With a terrible fright 
And found that it was quite true 


Ir you enjoyed reading this, then 
probably you are also among the thousands of 
fans who enjoy limericks. A limerick is usually 
a five line funny poem and deals with any topic 
underthe sun, The only rules while writing these 
limericks are that the; 
should be short, 

funny and the first 
second and the 
fifth line 
need to 
thyme 



















CAMP 


with each other. ‘The 
third and the fourth line 
should have a different 
rhyme pattern, 


Edward Lear is 
widely regarded as the 
father of limerick, Lear 
was an English author, 
illustrator and story 
writer and created the 
limerick in the 1830s. It 
Was called ‘the five line 
enjoyable nonsense’, by 
many crities 





You too can sty 


RAMPRIYA BADRINARAYAN 





your hand at writing limericks. Your pet, city, 
school, favourite cartoon, almost anything may 
serve asthe subject. First ofall, you need to choose 
Word, preferably, a small name, For example, 1 
have chosen the name of my pet dog, Spotty. 

So you can start the first line giving information 
about the dog and its name: 





There was a dog called Spotty 





Next, think of a few rhyming words for Spotty, need to be different 

I decided on thrifty, naughty, haughty, dirty, from the first wo 
mighty and pretty. thyme pattern. Also, 
My next sentence has to end with any one of now you may decide 
these rhyming words. It should also preferably to continue with your 
give some information about Spotty. I decided story. Think of some- 
thing which the 

dog would do 

to. spend 





















on ‘naughty’ and created my second line 
Who was always extremely naughty 
Next, we come to a different set 

of lines, The third and fourth line 
have to rhyme with each other but 
eo, 







the day, Well if I were a naughty dog, 
then I would be running all around 
the yard the whole day and would chase 
‘every one who came my way. So, that’s 
exactly what our dear Spotty did: 


He chased all the squirrels 


And where would he chase the 
squirrels? Obviously through the 





trees and pathways in the garden: 
Through muddy puldles 


Now, we come to the last line, 
which may also serve as the punch 
line. Remember that this line’s 
rhyme pattern has to match with the 
first two lines. So, here we go. 





And so they renamed him ‘Dirty’. 
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Let us just put together all the 
lines and see how it sounds. 


There was a dog called Spotty, 

Who was always extremely 
naughty, 

He chased all the squirrels, 

Through muddy puddles, 

And so they renamed him ‘Dirty’, 


‘That's great!! We have created 


‘our own limerick !! 


Here's another one created 
exclusively for our readers: 





In Summer we don't go to 
school 
But stay home and feel real col 
Mom gets real mad 
And dad says its bad 
So summer camps ‘ve become 
the rule! 


Tam sure that now you must 
all be raring to make limericks 
of your own, So here are a few 
lines which you may finish and 


mail to us, 


My pet parror Polly, 
She loves riding on a trolley... 


You may also send in your 
own limericks and who knows, 
we may have enough to publish 
a Limerick Special Issue! 0 















Plain Chocolate — 50 
Assorted Nuts ~ 50 gms 
Raisins ~ 75 gms 
Biscuits ~ 150 gms 

Butter ~75 gms 
Golden Syrup ~ 2 Table Spoons 











Method: Powder the biscuits finely, Add the nuts and raisins to the powder 
‘and mix them thoroughly. Pour the golden syrup, chocolate and butter into 
bowl and heat this mixture till it melts. Add the powder to the mixture and mix 
well, Pour it into a tray and refrigerate it for a couple of hours, Remove the 
tray from the fridge and cut the chocolate mixture into medium squares, 
Your yummy Choco Bars are ready to be eaten. 
~ Yazhini Anbumani, 
jayam, Erode-1 









Std.VII, Kalaimagal Kalv 
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Vote: for your Poster 


Dear Children, 
Itis Election Time at Gokulam!! As more and more 
countries are embracing democracy, Gokulam 100 calls 
you to vote, From this issue onwards you, our dear readers 
have the option of electing the person whom they want to 
be featured on the poster pag 

YOU CAN VOTE 

The only criterion is that you have to be under 18! 

All you have to do is to mark a tick (V/Jagainst the person of your choice, 
giving reason for the same. Fill in the coupon below, cut it out and post it to 
us, The most popular choice will make it to the poster page in one of the 
forthcoming issues of Gokulam. 
© Five entries that detail the best reasons will get a reward of Rs 80/- each, 

© Last date for receipt of entries: 25.07.2009. @ Editors decision is final. 




















x My vote goes to ~ 





M, S.0hon| Karun Chandok Saina Netwal BMW ~ 


























Because, 


Names... 


School 
“Residential Address 








Signature 
bee 





5 
l | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
' Age Ch 
IO ees py ass ere 
| | 
| | 
| | 
i | 
| I 
| | 
4 


* Local address is a must for overseas entries 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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Std. Vil, 
Shrishti Mat. Hr. Sec 
‘School, Vellore. 


Std. X, St. Ann's Matric. School, 





Panagud 
Tirunaivel 





Sid. Vil, Nirmala Matha 
Convent Matric. Hr. Sec. School, 
Coimbatore. 





N.D.Lakshmi, 
Sid, X, Holy Cross Girls' Hr. Sec, School, 


Swastik Mishra, 
Std. VI , Loyola School, 
Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha 


Chennai-18. 





























Ask the Doc than it should. Because of this, the 
blood flow is reduced. The returning 
blood is less oxygenated and the 
more it stagnates, the more ill effects 
it produces, since it has more of 
carbon dioxide. 

Tissues and nerves need oxygen 
and when this supply is reduced, they 
lose their vitality. A tingling 
sensation is caused due to this. 

If you are anaemic or have other 
problems related to blood, things 

vate, 
When sitting for a long time, 


Help! I am, 


move your feet and legs once a while 
periodically. This will prevent or 
reduce blood stagnation 











Whenever 1 sit in the same 
place for halfan hour, my legs feels 
very heavy and I develop a tingling 
sensation. What is the reason for 
this? 

- Shreyank.S.Kotiyan, 
Std VII, Milagres, P-U, 
Mangalore 

‘This suggests that blood flow 
back from your leg to the thigh is 
affected due to your sitting posture. 
Perhaps the seat (chair) is pressing 
the lower side of your thigh, more 
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Dr.N.A.Jayavelan 
as told to G.S. Subramanian 


I want to know if you could So the intelli- 
suggest some easily available fruit, gent way to be 
vegetable or herb which is capable healthy, is to eat 
of curing most of the common ll the fruits and 
ailments including flu, cold, fever, Vegetables by 
lethargy, etc. tum. 

- Kashama.K. Shanbag, 
Std IX, Canara Girls High ‘I shampoo my hair once a 
School, Mangalore week, but am still losing a lot of 
There is no single magic fruit or hair. What should I do to prevent 


Hungry and Angry 
\ 


> 










vegetable which can cure ‘most of 
the common ailments’. 

Generally every fruit contains 
most of the minerals and 
vitamins. But a particular 
vitamin or mineral may be 
present in abundance in 
certain fruits. For example, 
citrus fruits contain more of 
vitamin C, and mango contains 
more of vitamin A. 

The same observation is 
applicable to vegetables too. 
Potato contains more 
carbohydrate; green leafy 
> Yegeables contain more of iron, 

etc 
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hair loss? 
- Deepika Durai, Std X, Our 
Lady of Good Counsel High 
School, Mumbai 
Applying shampoo keeps your 
hair clean. But it provides no 
guarantee against losing hair. If the 
body is healthy, hair too will be 
healthy. 
To prevent losing hair, you may 
massage your scalp with oil. Blood 
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7X personality too, Concen- 


flow will improve due to the 
massaging action, which in turn will 
reduce or stop hair fall. 

Please check whether you hove 
dandruffin your scalp. If'so, consult 
your doctor to get rid of it. 


Whenever 1 am hungry, 
L always find that I am also angry 
and tend to shout at everyone? Why 
is that? 
-R. Kiruthika, 
Jadurai 
2 jon that the 
blood sugar level is lowering, 
We call this as hypoglycemic 
condition. The main nutrition 
for tissues is oxygen and 
nutrients provided by 
blood and these are 
> derived from the fond 
we consume 
When our energy levels 
lower, naturally we 
feel irritated. However, 
controlling the irritation 
SAX and anger is in your 
hands. And how you 
express yourself during 
\. anger reveals your 





trate on the words you use 
atthat time and examine how you 
behave. Most of all, don’t allow 
yourself to starve till you lose 
your temper! 

















Repeat the folowing group ot __ Here are a 
words as quickly as possible: few more- 

Upper Roller, Lower Roller Draw drowsy 
Red Lorry, Blue Lorry ducks and drakes 





Black Background, Brown —— Fatfrogs flying 
Background past fast 
x. od blood, 





y checks clears chests 





bad blood 
If Stu chews shoes, should Stu 
Mix Mix Mix. choose the shoes he chews? 


Which wrist watches are Swiss Twelve twins twirled twelve 


wrist watches? twigs 
=A. Aswin Vayiravan, Std XI, Selfish shellfish 
TVSMHSS, Madurai Crisp crusts crackle crunchily 








Experience 


Our school conducts various 
intra school competitions every year, 
and this year I was given a choice to 
participate in either debate or 
extempore. The word “extempore” 
sounded very hi-fi and I decided to 
take part in it without taking care to 
find out what it involved. And when 
I came to know that I had to speak 
‘on a topic without any prior 
preparation, I got really scared. 
Thankfully, we were allotted the 
topics a few hours before the actual 
competition. I was the 


last participant and Extempore? 
























seeing a few of my friends getting a 
stage fright, I got nervous, And when 
they called out my name, I climbed 
up and expressed my thoughts 
nervously, without looking at the 
audience. Though I did not wir a 
prize, I learnt the meaning of 
“extempore”. 
~ Satchi Sahay, Std.VIlI, 
Lok Puraw Public School,Thane 





Toothy Monkey 
This happened to me when I was 
four years old, I had been on a visit 
to a temple in the upper hills of 


‘y 


Shimla, Lost in the 
}) breathtaking view, I wandered 
away from my parents and 
brother. I was complete y 
Jost in my ‘nature watch’ 
when suddenly I came face 10 
face with a huge monkey. It 
bared its teeth menacingly and I 
got terribly scared and ran away 
from there. Luckily it did not 
follow me. My father told me 
that the packet of chips in my 
hand could have attracted it 
towards me. Thinking about 

it now, I feel that the 

destruction of the natural 
"habitats of monkeys may be 

















one of the reasons why they roam 
near human settlements. 

- Rohan Singh Jain, Std. VI 

DAV Public School, Chennai 


Miss Ghajini 

This happened a few months 
ago. The schoo! got over and all of 
us were waiting for our headmistress, 
who wanted to wish us luck, as we 
‘were going to participate in the zonal 
level spelling competition at 
‘Thanjavur the next day. She gave 
us a truly inspirational talk, urging 


¢ < 
us to do well and win laurels for the 


school. I was really inspired by her 
speech and decided to put in my best 
effort towards winning the 
competition. With my head 
full of these thoughts, I started 
walking home. And when I reached 
home, I suddenly realized that I had 
left my cycle at the school itself!! 1 
‘was so lost in my own thoughts that 





T had completely 
forgotten about 
my — bi-cycle. 


What to do? I 


walked back all 
the way to my 
school and rode 
home on my 
J cycle. And when 
I told my friends about the 
jij incident the next day, they re- 
named me “Miss Ghajini”. 
Chandhnee.K.lyer, Std.Vill, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Trichy 

















et 
Ss» 


Milky Cookies 
My cousin had come home for a 
few days and we were playing on the 
computer, when we came across a 
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few recipes. A sudden urge to 
cook overtook us and we decided 
to ‘bake’ something. We chose 
to make ‘Chocolate Chip 
Cookies’ but did not know the 
method of preparation. On a 
sudden burst of inspiration, my 
cousin took a packet of cookies 
from the kitchen cupboard and 
we eagerly went through the list 
of ingredients printed on the 
wrapper. The list was pretty long 
and had a few items like sugar, 
milk, wheat flour, water, 
emulsifiers and raising agents 
Though we did not have 


emulsifiers and raising agents, 
we decided to bake the cookies. 
We cut a few dairy milk 
chocolates in to small pieces 
and added sugar, water and 


wheat flour, We mixed the batter, 
poured it in toa glass bow! and kept 
it inside the oven. We set the timer 
to0... for full two minutes!! And 
when we opened the oven, we were 
horrified to see smoke coming out 
of it, While my grandmother got 
extremely tense, my mother was 
quite cool about it and told us that 
we had forgotten to add m'lk, 
Initially we were upset at the sight 
Of those burnt cookies but thinking 
about it later, we were laughing our 
head off at our first ‘baking’ 
experiment. 
- Nikita Ramesh, Stc.V, 
Sri Sankara Senior Sec. 
School, Chennai 
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Hi, all of you! 

Would you like to see a photo 
of yourself with your friends, in 
your favourite magazine 
‘Gokulam’? If yes, then we want 
our dear readers to send in photos 
of themselves with their friends, 
for our Hi-Five page. What we 
are looking for is trendy, 
cool photos of your school/ 
neighbourhood gang. Don't 
forget to write in your name, age, 
school, class and full residential 
address. 





Name: §. Dharani 

Age: 12 

Address: MIA, Raja Raja Nagar. 
Krishnamoorthy Nagar Ext, Bharathi 
St, Trichy ~ 21, Tamilnadu 

Hobbies: 





Writing stories and 





poems, reading novels, bird 
watching 
chatting with friends, playing 





collec coins, 





computer games 






Name: Pooja 
Age: 17 
Adress: 6/2, 1" cra 





dancing, reading books, listening to 
music 





Name: L 
Age: 15 
Address: A. ishi Vihar, 7- 

1-58, Ameerpet, Hyderabad -500016 
Hobbies: Singing, dancing, 

reading novels, cyclin 

philately 
collecting shells, listening to mus. ¢ 


Friends 
ef 








athletics, 





playing harmonium, 







Dhanya AG-2, 
Vasudhara Enclave, 84, TPK Road, 
Andalpuram, Madurai ~ 625003, 
Tamilnadu 

Hobbies: Playing violin, singing, 
dancing, reading books, craft 
making, playing with friends 


Name: Akshita.R. 
Age: 13 





Address: 17, Selvam Nagar, 
Kuniyamuthur, Coimbatore- 8, 
Tamilnadu 


Hobbies: Dancing, singing, 
surfing the net, cycling, enjoying 
nature 


Name: R.K.Anand 
Age: 16 
Address: 3921, X-A, Chalukya 







House, Sainik 
School, Bijapur, 
Karnataka - 
586102 
Hobbies 

Reading novels, 
philately, listen- 
ing to music, 
playing basket- 
ball 

Name: Subhrarmita Praharaj 

Age: 12 

‘Address: B1/143, Lingaraj Vihar, 
Pokhariput, BBSR, Orissa -20 

Hobbies: Dancing, painting, 
reading story books, travelling, 
listening to songs 





Name: Shriyaas, 

Age: 13 

Address: 1/6, Sriram Nagar, 
“Koothar Illam”, Alagapuram 
(North), Salem 16 

Hobbies: Playing video games, 
listening to music, reading 
magazines, creating new craft 
items 


Name: B.U.Induja 

Age:14 

Address: No.7, A-Type, Phase - 
II, TNHB Quarters, Vallalar, 
Vellore, Tamilnadu — 632009 

Hobbies: Reading novels, writing 
poems, singing, playing basketball, 
watching cricket, collecting photos 
of cricket stars. 
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Junior Bards 


A temple is a place 
Where we pray to the Lord 
There is an elephant at the 
temple 
Who carries the God 
Built by kings of the past 
‘Attemples our worries are lost. 
-N.Sathya Narayan, Std.IV, 
Renga Mat. Hr. Sec. School, 
Srirangam, Trichy 


Ina forest, on the branch of a tree, 
| saw a monkey swinging free, 
Hanging by his hands and feet, 
Looking for something to eat. 
Ripe bananas grew on a tree, 
The monkey wanted them for free! 
He grabbed at one and started to peel, 
Indeed, he had a scrumptious meal 
- Shivani Chander, Std. V, PSBB, 
Chennai 


have a little pet dog 

His name is Sharoo 

He wants to drink juice and milk 
Slurp, slurp, slurp 

He barks when he sees strangers 
Bow wow, Bow wow 

When he gets to eat some meat 
He wags his tail for the treat 
ove my pet dog much you see, 
I wish he lives always with me. 


~ Akashdeep Kar, Std. Ill, St. Joseph's 
Convent, Sambalpur, Orissa 




















Trees are green, grass is green 
It helps us keep the air so clean 
Blood is red, rose is red 
My ball is red; its on my bed 
Blue, blue, the sky is blue 
Where are you hiding? Give me a clue 
Brush your teeth and keep it white 
Through cleanliness you'll reach great 
heights. 
- Sukitha.S.Rao, Std.ll, Ryan International 
School, Yelahanka, Bangalore 
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“That was a great poem... He 
was a wonderful poet...” These are 
comments that you must have heard 
hundreds of times, But have you ever 
wondered what exactly is poetry and 
whom do we call a poet? 

Poetry isan artistic outpouring of 
words which have the ability to evoke 





certain emotions in the readers by 
their sheer beauty and rhythm. 

And a poet is someone who is able 
to put across his thoughts by using the 
minimum number of words. Each 
word has to be precise and clear. 
bringing out the thought of the poet 


mpriya Badr ayan 








and the theme of the poem. The poet 
does not have the liberty to ramble on 
and on like a story writer, In addition 
to this, the poet has to make the poem 
lyrical and pleasing to the ear too!! 


Early History 

Derived from the Greek word 
“Poesis”, which means making or 
creating, poetry according to 
historians, had been created even 
before people learned to read and 
write, It was predominantly used to 
record history, to propagate religion 
and record cultural events. Some of 
the earliest poems have been orally 
recited or sung. It was also used as a 
memorization technique. So better 





ALL ABOUT 


by-heart those poems in your language 
classes to improve your memory’ 


The oldest poem known to 
mankind in the written form is the 
Epic of Gilgamesh, written about the 
well known king of Sumer, 
Gilgamesh. It was supposed to have 
been composed around 4000 BC and 
written in Cuneiform 
script. on clay tablets. 















and Odyssey. Some of 
the well known 
classical poets include 
Valmiki, Homer, 
Virgil, Ovid and 
Horace. 

Dramatic poetry 
is basically a drama 
writ 
and could be a tragedy 
or a comedy. Kalidasa’s “Abhignana 
Shakuntalam” is an excellent example of 





nin verse form 





dramatic poetry. 

Sonnets were love poems of 
fourteen lines, They were musical 
expressions of love, and brought 
‘The longest epic poem is our very out the emotions of lovers 
own “Mahabharatha” and the Shakespeare was one of the greatest 
oldest poems are the Vedas dating 






















back to around 12,000 BC! + Valid, 
the ‘Guru’ of 
Kinds of Poetry Senet. 


Poems have been classified 
into various genres like epic 
poetry, dramatic poetry, sonnets, 
elegies and odes. Epic poet 











the name suggests, were long. 
narrative poems about s 





hero, whose actions influenced his 
whole nation state. Classic 
examples of this genre include the 
Ramayana, Mahabharatha, Illiad, 








English sonneteers, 


Elegy is a mournful and a sad 
poem and deals with the loss or death 
of adear person. The tone of an ele; 
is melancholic and somber. “Elegy 
Written in a Country Churchyard” 
by Thomas Gray is one of the 
most well known English poems. It 
is a reflection on death and sorrow 
and talks about the ensuing emotions. 

Odes were poems written about a 
serious topic in which two contrasting 
views are presented by the poet, They 
can be called as lyrical debates, the 
resolution of which, is provided by the 
poet, at the end of the poem, John 

















Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn" is still 
considered one of the greatest 
philosophical poems dealing with 
truth and beauty, 

* self were King of Greece... 









Poetry for Children 
Byron. Frost 
Tagore. Sarojini Naidu are some of 





the well known poets, whose poetry 
is read and appreciated even today. 
But my vote goes to Fatty of “Five 
Find Outers” by Enid Blyton, who 
composed great poetry much to 
the consternation of Emm, Here are 
«few lines by Fatty from the book, 
“The Mystery of the Hidden 
House” 
‘To my dear Uncle! 
Oh how I love thee, Uncle dear, 
Although thine eyes like frogs’ 
appear, 
Thy body is so fat and round, 
Thy heavy footsteps shake the 
ground. 
Thy temper is so sweet and mild, 
Twould frighten e'en the smallest 
child, 
And when thou speakest, people 
say, 
“Now did we hear a donkey 
bray?" 


Enid Blyton also created 
the very famous “Noddy 

and his Toyland” 
which has small 
delightful rhymes 
in every episode 
of the series. The 
following poem 
taken from the story 
“Noddy and his 


aa 


Car" shows Blyton’s expertise in 
writing poetry as well as short 








T've got a house 
And a car of my own 
I've got a friend 

So Iam never alone, 


1 feel so happy 
Tam singing a song 
And if I'm not careful 
T'll sing all night long: 


A.A.Milne, the creator of the 
very famous “Winnie the Pooh”. 
wrote exclusively for children 
His poems are lucid expressions 
of thoughts from a child's view 
point. His two collections of 
poems “When we were Very 





Young” and “Now we are Six” are 
books which are must read for all 
children, He delved deep into the 
minds of children and wrote about 
their innermost feelings. The 
following poem “If I were a King” 
will give you an idea about 
Milne’s style of writing 

“L often wish L were a king, 

And then I could do anything. 

If only were king of Spain, 

I'd take my hat off in the train. 

[only l were king of France, 

I wouldn't brush my hair for aunts. 

1 think if I were king of Greece, 

I'd push things off the 

mantelpiece. 











* And miles to go betore | steep. 


Most Inspiring Lines 
“A poem begins in delight and 
ends in wisdom” - These words, 
by Robert Frost sum up the whole 
world of poetry in a single line 
And there is no better way to 
conclude an article on poetry than 
by quoting from this great poet's 
immortal and inspiring poem 
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening 
“The woods are lovely, dark and 
deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep”. 
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K.N.Anu Vasuki, 
‘Std.lll, VCV Shishu School, 
Coimbatore. 
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Thinkw 





T ut you have a single matchstick and 





you enter a dark room, which would you light 
first, a candle or an incense stick? 
2.1f an aircraft crashes right on the border 
of India and Pakistan, where will the 
survivors be buried? 
3.Have youever carried a picture of a tiger 
a rhino and an elephant in your purse? 
4.You will find one of this in your cup of 
tea, two in your cup of coffee and never in 
your milk. What is it? 
~ Gandharv Garg, Std.Vill, Little 
Scholar School, Begumpet, Hyderabad 





My schoot is coot 

With an awesome swimming pool 
Ithas a garden full of flowers 
And the students who study 





here are clever 
My school is surrounded 
byhugetrees 
And the swaying branches A 
givea pleasant breeze 
[gi 18 2 emple of education 








Where students learn with dedicati 
+J. Vishnu, Std X, 
Shiksha Kendra MHSS, 
Vellore ) 








TT try and guess the ftlowing ‘ages’ ~ 


|. Helpful ‘age” 
2. The doctor uses this “age’ 

3, You carry this ‘age" while travelling 
4, Destructive ‘age’ 

5. You can cook this ‘ag 

6, Birds don't like this ‘age 

7. Along journey 

8, Your car's home 

9."This ‘age’ conveys news 


-J.Aswin Kumar, Std Vil, Keswick Public School, Madurai 
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o~ Our f Povely House! 


Mine is very lovely house © 
With a pet cat to catch mouse 
| Orange curtains adorn the 
{ house's windows 
\ Blue coloured bed and pink 
pillows 
\ We also have a big kitchen 
> Where we do not make any K 
chicken 
|. Next is the pooja room with 
{ pictures of God and = 
( incense perfume. 
|. = RMarini, Stavi, 
@ Sri Vani Education Centre, 
QA Bengalooru 








You to Us 

Tiike Gokulam very much because, in 
additiod to stories it is also packed with 
information, My elder sister introduced 
me to this magazine and I am a regular 
reader. Ihave composed a small poem on 
Gokulam — 

Thank you God for the food we eat, 

Thank you Gokulam for the info you 

feed! 





- $.T.Sudharsan, Std IV, 

Bhavan's Sri Ramakrishna 

Vidyalay 

(Dear Sudharsan, thanks for the 

short and sweet poem, which has 
described Gokulam aptly.) 








Gokulam isa fantastic magazine 
and is very informative. I had sent 
two questions for Grandmaworm 
and both were printed, but I have not 
yet received my participation certificate. 
|.S.Sai Nivedita, Std Vill, 

Chettinad Vidyashram, Chennai 

(Dear readers, kindly note that the 
are no participation certificates for Le 
Box(You to Us), Pen Pals (Hi-Five 
Grandmaworm, Doctor Knows Besi(Ask 
the Doc) and Birthday Bash(It’s Your 
Day). Lhope this answers your question, 
Sai Nivedita.) 





Tam an avid fan of Gokulam. I liked 
the story “Grandma Comes Home”, 
published in the May issue. The story 
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made us realize that we should 
take care of our grandparents, 
- Puranjan Dev, Std VI, 
Buxi Jagabandhu 

English Medium School, 
Bhubaneshwar 





Gokulam is really a 
spectacular magazine. 1 
completed my first year with 
Gokulam in March 2009, It has 
been very inspirational and 1 
am thrilled to read each and 
every edition, I want to know 
the meaning of ‘Gokulam’ 

- Neha Jha, Std XI, 
Rama Devi Women’s 

College, Bhubaneshwar 

(Dear Children, ‘Gokulam’ 
was the abode of Lord Krishna. 
He spent his childhood there 


amidst fun, laughter, pranks (Hey! We have 
and learning. Hence the _ published this letter, so 
word has come to mean ‘a take heart and keep on 
happy and enjoyable place writing 10 us. Do you 
for children’. You can read know that Thomas 
all about the history of Alva Edison failed a 
Gokulam in this issue number of times before 
(pages 4 to 7), which successfully inventing 
happens to be our Birthday the electric bulb?) 
Special) 








Gokulam is a wonderful magazine and 

Thave been aregularreader 1 don’t miss any issue. I complete reading 

of Gokulam for the past two _ it in just a few days, I request you to add 

years and like it very much, Some more pages to it, Please bring back 
It is a treasure trove of Harry Potter. 

knowledge und improves my = R.Krithika, Std Vi, Vivekananda 

vocabulary, 1 like grandma- Kendra Vidyalaya, Port Blair 


Made Me Realize, 


aS 
















worm, poems and creative 
comer. 

+ Anantha Krishna.R. 

‘Std VI, Sainik School, 

Kazhakootam, Kerala 


Gokwlam is a fantastic 
magazine and I contribute 
many poems, siories and facts, 
yet none of my articles are 
published till date. Why? 

~Keerthana.V, Std Vil, 

SBOA Matric. Hr. Sec. 

School, Chennai 


Concluding Part 








One fine morning, Robert 
marched out of his house with a lad- 
der and a small bucket. Musa fol- 
lowed him stealthily, bursting with 
curiosity. As Robert neared the Big 
Baobab, Musa easily guessed what 
he was up to. He ran back into the 
village and sent a word to the vil- 
lage chief, that Robert was going to 
climb the sacred tree. 

Soon the chief stormed to the 
shade of the Big Baobab, followed 
by the entire village, all half curious 
and half afraid. 

Even as the chief hollered to Rob- 
ert to stop, the young man climbed 
the ladder and on to the tree, reached 
for it’s hollow, and lowered the little 
bucket into it. 

The villagers watched, hold- 
ing their breath...Would the 
ghost be stirred out of it’s dwell- 
ing place? 

But, no! Robert had the bucket 
out ina second, sloshing with water 
He climbed down, cupped out a 
handful of the mysterious water and 
drank it with a slurp! “I told you itis 
just water in the hollow of the tree 
and no ghost or spirit” he declared, 
“Who wants to taste this water, 


Dorothy Ramathal 
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flavoured by the sap of the tree?” he 
held up the bucket and asked the 
crowd. 

Slowly, a young boy stepped 
forward and held out a cupped 
hand, Robert poured a little water 
into the tiny palm and the boy who 
drank it, grimaced a little, and the 
his mouth widened into a big grin! 
Soon the children and the young 
men were holding out their hands 
to laste the water from the Big 
Baobab. 

“But what about the cow that died 
yesterday?” asked an old man who 
was promptly goaded by Musa, 
“Yes, why did the cow die?” asked 
Musa. “Itis the ghost that got him...” 
he declared, with a vicious, fright- 
ening look on his face, 

The villagers dispersed, mum: 
bling among themselves and to 
Musa’s good fortune, another cow 
died the very next day and two oth 
ers were missing. They had simply 
disappeared from Bantu’s yard,, It 
became easy for Musa to swing the 
Villagers back to their old belief in 
the ghost that haunted the Big 
Baobab, Robert was a cheat ~a big 
cheat! Musa marched with a big, 
crowd to the chief's house and de- 


THE. 













manded that Robert be pun- 
ished for misleading 
the villagers. The 
chief sent his 






ards to fetch Robert, 
but he and Bahati had 
fled! 





Musa was back at 
his job of spreading 
ghostly rumours through- 
out the village, One day, 

Robert and Bahati 

were seen alighting 

from the weekly bus, 

They went straight to 

the chief's house, 

with a fairly big 
crowd trailing them, 

An agitated Musa, 

trailed the crowd. 

As the chief ap- 
peared from inside, 
Robert presented some 
papers to him. The chief 


G looked at them and Robert 
4 2 explained, 


ASI iS} “The cows have died of a 
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viral disease, These afe medical 
reports of the blood tests done on 
the ‘missing’ cows. Bantu’s cows 
have the viral fever. They will be 
brought back here after the quar- 
antine period of two weeks.” 

Robert then turned towards 
the crowd and told them, “A vet- 
erinary doctor is to visit our vil- 
lage every month and he will ad- 
vise us on how to rear and pro- 
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t our cattle.” 

The villagers were not only re- 
lieved but convinced too! “TI 
ghosts’ disappeared from the 
village and the cows became 
healthy! Poor Musa, had to be 
content with cleaning the class 
rooms and spent his spare time 
under the Big Baobab 

“Hey Musa! There’s a ghos 
behind you!” taunted the children 
who played beneath the tree 
shade. 

“Hush!” said Musa with a half 
smile, He was slowly learning to 
take the joke. ° 









ALL GOKULAM READERS 
AND CONTRIBUTORS 


Most of you have been 
sending us jokes, facts and 
snippets gathered from the 
internet or GK. books, Do 
show us how original you can 
be. Write your thoughts and 
ideas on various issues. Re- 
port funny happenings at 
school or home, Do make sure 
that you put down your name, 
age, class, school name and 
residential address individually 
‘on each and every contribu- 
tion that you send to Gokulam. 

* The best ones will be 
published and a participation 
certificate will be sent to the 
contributor, 

* Please preserve your par- 
ticipation certificates. In case 
you don't receive the certifi- 
cates which are mailed to you 
by Gokulam, keep a xerox 
copy of your contribution 
in your collection. The con- 
tributor who collects 
the most number of certifi- 
cates between July 2009 





@ 





and June 2010 will win a 
prize. 

* All competition entries 
should reach us before the 
last date mentioned. 

* Entries to Birthday Bash 
column should reach us along 


ATTENTION! 


with the appropriate message 
and photographs two months 
before the birthday. 

* Do be original in your 
contributions and creations, If 
you have based your writing on 
a source, be sure to acknowl 
edge it and name it and... 


NEVER EVER COPY! 
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Episode IV 


The Isle of Horses 


The pea green boat touched the 
shores of Ashwadweepa (the isle of 
horses) softly, smoothly, stealthily 

“But not a horse is in sight,” 


Pventures of 


Kurali-Gnyamali 
(KG) observed. 

“You think 
this is some horse- 
departmental store you 
can walk into, ask for 
horse hair, pick two get 
the third one free and walk back? 
This is a mission. It will be fraught 
with danger and risks and 
obstacles. Understand?” asked 
Sitamma. 

“Underflied,” replied KG and 
looking at Sitamma’s expression, 
added “ghosts don’t stand, they fly. 
So we cannot under-stand, we can 
only under-fly.” 

Sitamma gave them a withering 


Story & Illustrations 








glance and added, “Wear your 
masks. You need all the power you 
can gather,” she said handing out 
an eagle and snake mask to KG, 

“Oh! I hate him even before 
wearing this,” remarked Gnyamal 

“Damar Baba! I feel lik 
throttling him. What to do, our 
power lies trapped inside thes 
sighed Kurali pasting on his new 
face. 

“Don't peck me, alright?" 
Gnyamali begged but Kurali 


ain 


‘ | i 
his beak and was 


had already \ 
grabbed the 
snake between 
squeezing its life out. 

“Alright, alright. 1 am 
making a decision now,” said 
Sitamma and waited five minutes 








Jaya Madhav. 















before plucking 
the ghosts’s masks 
sii you both are going to 
That is sufficient quarrel constantly, how can 
power taken from the 
masks. We are 
henceforth going to use 
the mask sparingly. Itis 
only setting us back. If 


we ever complete the mission 
and win our freedom from Damar 
Baba?” asked Sitamma. 











Soon the three picked their way 
quietly into the deeper parts of the 
isle. 

Assmall hillock rose before them 
at a short distance. Sitamma and 
the ghosts whizzed to the top 

and “what's this?!” all three 

chorused in shock, There 
were no less than ten 
thousand horses down 
below covering every 





chs 


inch of the isle and what's more 
they all looked alike! 
“All brown and all of the same 


size,” whispered Sitamma 
horrified. 
“How are we going to find the 


horse Panchami in this?” cried KG 

“Let's go down,” suggested 
Sitamma and gingerly made her 
way downhill and as she 
approached the horses 
she noticed something 
strange, the anima 












only looked alike, but they even 

moved alike 
“Oh my! Thi 

“syno-nym-nym 


specialty. 





are under the 
ell", a Damar 
Do you see it 








‘You bet, sweetie,” whispered 
KG who only knew too well that 
the syno-nym-nym spell was as 
awful as the “anto-nym-nym spell” 
they were under 

“How to find Panchami now’ 
asked KG. 








“There are thousands of horses _jerked up in shock and immediately 
here, Hmmm! I have an idea,” said all the horses jerked up, including 
Sitamma and dashed towards the the thousandth horse at the corner 


horses. most tip of the isle, where the 
“Sitamma wait, they are under scream might have not even 

mob mentality! If one been heard. 

decides to trample you, the Charging like a bull, 

rest will follow suit. Sitamma rammed the 

Wait!” shouted KG to no first horse in sight in 

avail. Sitamma was and the horse rolled 

charging towards the over under the impact. 

beasts. Other horses immediately 
“This is suicide,” wept followed suit. 

KG clinging to each other. “Rope,” shouted 


Sitamma and 
instantly KG 
materialized some 


As Sitamma 
gained speed in 
her run, she began 









a terrible cry, There were no 
“eeeeeceeeeeececeee less than 
eeceeece eeecee eeeece”. 

The ghosts joined the ten thousand 
ery, but their EEEEs horses 






made no sound and merely 7) 5 down below, 
hung like moustaches = ~\\ covering every 
around their mouth. The fy yy inch of th 
ghosts half hid behind the { {) COT Me 
boulders in fear and ¥ 

preferred to watch the / ropes and helped 
proceedings with their X- 

ray vision. This way it 


‘Sitamma bind the legs of 
the horse she had 


y : isle 
} 
would look bearable even | te 


wou bauble trounced and 
if there was ed. immediately all other 
AsSitammahurtled ea boreés put their own 
downhill, the f legs together, as 
first horse 


if they were 







bound too, And when 
Sitamma tied a scarf 
over the first horse's 
eye, every other 
horse closed its 
eyes too, Every last 
horse in the isle 





A young and handsome 
lad stood at the 
entrance to a cave in 
the hillock. 

“Good job 
there,” said the 
boy indicati 




















was quelled with the stunned 

just one win. horses. “Why are 
“Thank god for “You are not you ty 

the syno-nym-nym me?" He 

spell,” sighed KG, the first person “You are 
“Thank heavens to come Panchami.......the 

you boys had here on Damar Baba's Morse 

enough power left hahest, But youare “Just because I 

from the brief live in the isle of 

wearing of the , theonlyoneto i orses, people 

masks to summon have won over the presume Panchami 

some ropes. horses.” isahorse,” said the 


Otherwise...... 
shuddered Sitamma and added, 
“now to find the horse Panchami and 
take two hairs from its tail. Question 
is who or where is Panchami in this 
crowd?” 

“Lam here,” said a voice and the 
three adventurers turned surprised 


youth. 
“That's right....." murmured 
Sitamma. “Indeed it is 1 who 
assumed Panchami was a horse 
Er. will you give us two hairs from 
your head? But before that, who are 
you and what are you doing here?” 
asked Sitamma, 





“If you promise to rescue me on “Oh! He would have kept you 
your way back from the Vidham — wooden and wobbly likea toy horse 
mountains, I shall tell you,” said before agreeing to restore your 





Panchami human figure atleast during the day. 
“You know of our mission?" cried Is it not?” asked Sitamma, her heart 
the threesome. going out to Panchami 
“You are not the first person to “The alluvial waters of Vidham 


come here on Damar Baba's behest, are sure to cure you. We will soon 
But you are the only one tohave won return with the waters and release 








et See 
¢ ¢ % 
& yy 
™ 
over the horses. Rest fled on you from the spell,” M7 
seeing so many horses,” said added Sitamma, 7 
Panchami “Oh! How I await that day!" said 


“Who are you?” asked Sitamma, Panchami and allowed Sitamma to 
“Lam the heir prince of the cuttwostrands of hair from his head. 
Vidham belt, Damar Baba has kept “Stay safe,” shouted Sitamma 
me imprisoned here and he plans to from the pea green boat. As she and 
oust my father in a coup once he the ghosts sailed into the sunset, they 
gathers enough supporters. Also....1__ Saw a boy waving to them from the 
am under Baba’s spell. Ichange into hillock, even as he was half 
ahorse after dusk, How can Tretum transforming into & horse 
to my father this way?” asked 
Panchami tearfully. (To be continued) 
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Professor: When a man di 
lied? 
Student: A man dyin, 


















willingly, 
~ MJayashree, Std. X, Kendriya Vidyatay 


Grounds, Ch 


Island 















y. Am poisons? 
But why af 





Baby Snakes MUO eat. B 
Mother Snake: 











suse 1 bit my 
Baby Snake: Bee 


vu 
tongue pC Shivani, Std 
Fans ins HS Seo 
rerabad 


ala: Do you know that 


the whole town is talking about the 














8 end which is a great 
suspense? 


Vinitha 






iY 


film fully!! 





because no one 


ha e 












us ha 
iced that yc 

Man: | not ; 
at the entrance of this 





been beggir 





past twenty y 
Simple, sir. 1 have my 


rthe 
bank for 











Patients Why is the doctor giving more 












‘Mention and preference to that patient? 
Nurse: Because he isthe only person to 
have survived the doctor 





'S operation, 
Rophina, Sta.vi, 
i HrSee,School, [ 


+R. Mercy 
St.Joseph’s 










Here are some clues to find words which 
are linked by a theme, Spell out the words in 
the boxes below each clue. Now rearrange only 
the circled letters to zero-in on the final answer, 
You have a clue to help you do this too 

1, The poet who wrote ‘Paradise Lost’, 
‘Paradise Regained 


OL lor TT) 


2. The poet who wrote 'Shakuntala’ 



























































3. The poet who bagged Oscar along 
with A/R.Rahman Fill 
LL in the form 
on the 
4, The famous poet known for his fevarke 
‘Doha’ 
of this page 
p and send 
5, The Surname of the poet who wrote your entries to 
ur national anthem Gokulam 
Lido before 
‘Atamous Indian poet 25.07.09 




















PEEEETS a | “ass 
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Congratulations! Here are the 
winners of Zero-in-10 (May 2009) and 
the solutions as well. The results of Zero 
In 11 will be published in the August 
2009 issue 

1.Deeha.Z,Lari, Std.X, 
M.B.Convent High School, 
Nagpur. 

2.K.Haritha, Std.V, 

LVS, Mat.HSe, Madurai 
3Srishti.M, Std.VI 
National Public School, 









































Bengalooru S.B.Wilson Vijay Kumar, 
4.Akshayaa.M, Std X, Sri Sitaram St IX, eas 
Vidyalaya Mat.HrSec.School, St. Andrew's (E.M) High School, 
Chennai, Hubli, Karnataka, 





Zero- 


Name : (Mr/Ms 
Age 
School :. 

“Residential Address : 


n-12 Entry Form 












Class 








Pin... 





Signature 





Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cath 
award of Rs,50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the «Il 
correct entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 
form only @ No xerox copi 
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Atthe age of nine, Spanish 
boy Manuel Alghacil published 
his fi y novel, It sold 
thousand copies the very first day 
and continues to sell like hot cake 
Manuel is an ardent admirer of Harry 
Potter and Lord of the R 
However, trend setters are different 











series. 
University, politely 
declined the offer, 
citing the racial 
attacks as the reason, 
eee 


Eating too much fast food 
damag 





s children’s performance at 
school, according to a research 
Burgers, chips and the like, just three 






times a week results in lower grades! 
Fresh home made food with lots of 





from followers and book lovers 
know that. 





eral attacks on Indians in 
Australia is causing a lot of concern 
to both governments, Big B who 
was invited to accept_an honorary i | 


doctorate from an Australian 





») 
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ust and 
western countries 
Cairo University, 
said that America was not 

but was only fighting 
ught the 
lim world 












vegetables and fruits improved 
performance! Pizza lovers beware! 
eee 


An Air France aircraft with 
216 passengers and 12 crew 
members crashed into the 
Atlantic ocean. The black box 
Which maintains a continuous 
recording of the pilot's voice 
right from take off, has not been 
recovered. Itis believed that the 


plane entered a storm and was struck 


by lightnin 





‘The cuckoo has been included in 
the list of Britain’s endangered 
birds! The call of the cuckoo 
welcoming spring may become a 
thing of the past and the cuckoo 
clock may be the only object 
reminding us of this loveable bir 

eee 





After some 
bargaining and 
give and take, 
ministry 
formation is 
over and the 
Manmohan 
Singh cabinet has 79 ministers 
including the Prime Minister! 





After the global economic 
meltdown, it is now the swine flu 
which is causing a lot of concern 
Having first appeared in Mexico, it 
is now spreading ra 
the world! 
















fast all over 


Alain Robert 
a French man, climbed a 









41 storey building in Sydney 
using only his barehands! 
Around 200 people gathered 





below to applaud him as he 
reached the top. 


Robert, 46, has 
scaled some of the 
world’s tallest and 
famous buildings 
including the Empire 
State Building. He 
doesn’t use rope or 
any other equipment! 
eee 





ete 


Farmers in Africa 
have found that elephants 
which damage their crops 
in spite of fencing 
be frightened away by bees! 
Bee hives suspended on 
poles connected with barbed 
Wires stopped the raids by 
elephants! 















ale 





Partl: Getting into Groove 


T am a peculiar person, you 
know. I've never conformed to 


normal standards. Not when I wa: 





achild and certainly not now, when 
I'm in my teens. Maybe it’s 
because my parents left me when | 





was very young. Almost as soon as 
I was born, my aunt used to say 
There had been a bad accident 
too gruesome to even recall 

Ah, those were the heydays in 
Melbourne — did I tell you tha 


where I was born? But I guess 





I've been luckier than most 

when I was only a few weeks 
old, a kind man discovered me 
by the roadside, forlorn and lost. 
huddling in a baby basket 











Others would have dismissed 
me as a hideous creature ~ for | 
was very ugly ~ but he was one 








of those who carried 





enuine 
love within their hearts. He 
adopted me because he had no 
children of his own, His home 
was near the Royal Melbot 
Zoo, and | have memories of 
many happy hours spent there, 
learning things I never would 





me 


have learnt, as an orphan, 


¢ always thought 1 was 
specially intelligent ~ which was 
how NASA happened, in the first 
place. I was so ignorant that I didn’t 








even know what it stood for ~ and 
then I learnt it was the National 

and Space 
in the USA, And 
they were pioneers in scientific 


Acronautics 
Administration, 





research and space. Of course, | was 
just simpleton, doing my own stuff 
until the scientists approached father 
did a few tests on me and my friends 





and realized that we'd be just perfect 


for an experiment NASA was 








Until then, my life had been 
carefree. I lounged in the sun 
watched Father work, studied under 
my teachers, ate and slept pretty 
much when I wanted - Subject to 
father's supervision, of course. No 
matter how busy he was, he never 
failed to keep an eye on me. 

He was not very happy when 
NASA proposed the idea, naturally 
You see, what they wanted seemed 
ahuge thing — they wanted me to g0, 
in to spa 





e. 


Space! 

Okay, I'll admit it — I didn’t 
really know what space was. All 
I knew was bright sunshine, the 
green leaves of trees, winds 





blowing - actually, if you want 
to know the truth, I'm rather an 
indoors person. I'd rather do a 
spinning class within, rather than 
Father 
always teased me about it, but he 


take the air outside 


let me do my thing. My teachers 
did teach me a great deal. It was 
mostly about the world outside; 
my parents would 
have done, if they'd been alive. 

As it was, when NASA first 
approached father about the 
experiment, he said ‘No’, flat 
out 

I was too young, he said. I 
would not be able to withstand 
the rigours of the experiment 


somethi 





They were looking for as many 
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able-bodied people as they 
could, and they could have 
their pick. What was the 


guarantee, he asked, that I 
would return safe and 
sound? He had a point 





Back in 1973, America took 
its first step, my 
setting up a space lab: Skyl 
was the US's first space station 
and orbital science and 
engineering laboratory. Many 
human beings went into space 
and actually lived there, and it 
was a breakthrough in space 
research, But most important 
were the two who went aboard 
the Skylab 3 as part of the 
mission: Arabella and Anita. 

This was a student 
project, it seems. Judy Miles 





ther said, in 
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was a student from Lexington, 
Massachusetts, and she wanted to 
record the results of the mission. 
Arabella and Anita were taken into 
a small space by an astronaut Owen 
Garriot, and a camera was 
positioned so it could photograph 
them at all times, The scientists were 
keen on observing everything they 


id did 





Three days before the launch - 
which happened on July 28, 1973 - 
they were given food, and water, As 








Ww, when you're in space, 
you're weightless. Arabella and Anita 
found it bizarre. It was a difficult 
thing to adjust to. They woulcn’t 
really follow orders right away, 3ut 
Arabella recovered first, and made 
some headway 

The scientists were pleased. They 
fed Arabella bits of filet mignon = a 
very special dish indeed! ~ And gave 
her lots of water. Arabella was given 
some tasks of course, and by giving 
her some special treats, everyane 
wanted to see if she could do a better 
job. 

But then ~ disaster struck. Arabella 
and Anita never came back to earth, 
They died during the mission! 

Now you know what dad feured... 
But Nasa was persistent. 


(To be continued... 





Hoogly, 
West Bengal. 


Hi 5. K. Sujith 
In response to Crown the Hero Gopi, Std.VI, 
Contest (May 2009) entries have Angappa CBSE 

School, 
poured in, nominating a wide range Sh 
Coimbatore - 11. 
of ricketers cutting across statesand"°g™yn 





nations. There was close competition gundar Std. VI 








between Warne, Dhoni and Yuvraj, Padmavathi aa 
but the clear winner was Mathew Vidyalaya, 
Hayden of Chennai Super Kings. Sullurpet. 


Known for his powerful shotsand 7. GN.Akshay, Std.VIL, Shrishti 
aggressive stroke play, Hayden's all 





out attacking attitude has made him 
an invaluable asset to the 
Chennai Team. This is 


the reason stated by the 
ten lucky winners who 
voted for Hayden 





1) Maneesh Kumar 
Dora, Std X, D. 
Public School, 
Bhubaneswar. 
. S. Kirubhalani, Std VIL, 













9.8, Pragadeesh, Std. 
StMarys Higher 





.V. Varun Kumar, Std 








Christ The King Matric.H. Karaikal -2 
Kumbakonam-1 10. Nakul Tarun Gupta, 

4. Jashanjib Mukhopadhyay, Std Std.V1, Nath Valley School, 
VII, Mahesh R.K.Asram (J.H.), Aurangabad, 
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Few issues have garnered such 
overwhelming support as this one! 
Itis indeed heartening to note that 
a whole bunch of animal right 
activists are out there. 


When was the last time you got 


and how did you feel then? That's 
exactly how animals feel when caged 
in a zoo! A panicky and desperate 
feeling to get out, which gets muted 
aftera prolonged stay. Animals kept 
in small, smelly cages lose their 
physical strength and magnificence. 
‘A marked change in their character 
and behaviour occurs aftera lengthy 
stay in the zoo. They forget how to 
hunt and their off springs bom in 











captivity, will never know what itis 
to play and hunt in the wild. Lack 
of exercise and free space maxes 
them prone to various illnesses too 
- Sheetal, Hola, GSiddharth, 
K.Godha Reddy, Deepika Joshi, 
‘Adyasha Satarupa, Manu Padma, 
Parasar.H.Lenka, Andrew.R, 
Aishwarya Lakshmi 

We got freedom from the British 

in 1947, but the poor animals are yet 


to get theirs, All animals need to 
enjoy a free existence, Freedom is 
inevitable for a happy and healthy 
life. Another major issue here is 
after being confined to a slave like 
existence, will the animals be ale 
to adapt and survive in their natural 
environment which has become al en 
to them? 
~ S.Kirubhalani, R.Mrithyunjay, 
T.Supraja, M.Jaisha Priyam, 
C.Abhinaya, B.Digvijay Sharm 
Suvesha Chandrasekaran, 
$Sreenidhi, Sreelakshmi.V.B, 
‘Sparsa Chowdary, Roshni Raji, 
Kafeela.V.A, Puranjan Dev, 
Sahana.S, Sparsha.N 
Animals should live in their own 
habitat. Itis birds and animals who 
add beauty to the forest. The 
government should take steps to 
























strictly ban zoos and must facilitate in protection could 
keeping them in their natural be given to these 
environment, The money spent on the animals in zoos 
upkeep of the zoocan be insteadusedto One cannot 
create sanctuaries and national parks. completely reject 

- K.Sidhi Phalguni, K.Naveen, the of 

Maanasa Natrajan, Nanditha animals. as they 

Ravindar, Sowbhagya. S.Prabhu 































People who visit zoos tend to 
tease the animals, which is really 





path of this, we m 





easily switch on our television 
sets and get to view many 





interestin 
Discovery and 








Planet. 
- Kavya, 

Supraja.G, S.Revathy, 
Manoj Ravi, Umaira 
Khan 

A rhesus monkey's 
lifespan is only four 
years in the forest 
whereas it may survive (i 
up to thirty years when 
taken care of! Rare 
animals like white tigers 
are sometimes killed by ¥ 
their own family. Such 
exceptional cases should be 
taken into consideration and 


are well taken care of. Zoos may also 
function for the rehabilitation of 
injured and sick animals and 
abandoned baby animals. Some rare 
species facing extinction, are bei 
successfully bred in zoos. 
 Yazhini Anbumani, 
VSubasree 
Man is the most intelligent 
creature inthis world, but atthe same 
time he should not forget that he is 
also an animal. He has no right 10 
amuse himself at the cost of his 
fellow beings. Humans have to stop 
exploiting other forms of life for 
their selfish purpose. While it is 
amusing and entertaining for us to 
watch animals in the 200, do you 
think itis the same for them? 
~ Maneesh Kumar Dora, 
$.£.Sudharsan, Aashish Suresh, 
VM.Suganth, GSailakshmi 








Let us learn to respect the 
presence of our creator in every 
creation of his. 


Humans have a 








tendency to regard all other creatures 
as inferior to them, Confining the 
poor animals in zoos tantamounts to 
torture and cruelty. They have the 
right to live ina free environment as 
much as we do. Moreover, Nature 
Too much of 
interference and meddling with 
Nature may boomerang on us! 
+ Trishna Nayak, Prashasthi 
Bhat, Niranjan Prasad, 
P.Kanupriya, Manisha, 44- 
Kuvempu Road 
send in complete 


is self renewing 
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to Gokulam Editor) 


Not Iris not right to keep wild 
animals caged in a zoo. We have 
no right to arrest their liberty, 
Animals should be allowed to roam 
ound freely in their natural 
surroundings and some protective 
pathways may be built for the 
visitors who could view them in 
their own habitat, We may make 
use of caged vehicles, and safaris 
the best and most humane way 
of observing and enjoying wild 
animals. 

- S.Lakshmi, M.Akshayaa, 
S.Karthik, S.Suganthan, 
R.Rishitha, Sneha 
Srinivasamoorthy, Sayli 
Bhopse 





Zoological parks are one of the 


major tourist attractions of any 
place. It is also ‘the’ place where 
children and adult alike get to 
watch many interesting and rare 
wild animals and birds. Also, to 
protect the wild animals from 
indiscriminate hunting and 
poaching, zoos are necessary 
Animals are secure in a zoo and are 
fed at regular intervals. They are 











safe from natural disasters like 
forest fires, droughts and floods. 


They are taken care of by experts 
and all their needs are attended to 
by zoo keepers. Increasing 
necessity for wood has resulted in 
deforestation and animals are 
running short of space in the wild 
too! To define the situation, itis a 
“necessary evil’. 
- J.Vishnu, B.Narayanan, 
GAruna, Pooja.S.Bhat, 
Sneha.S 





Many species are in the 
endangered list and may become 
extinct unless given protection. 
This can only be done by creating 
sanctuaries and national parks. By 
this, animals get to live in their 
natural surroundings and we may 
also be able to visit and enjoy 
viewing them. Ecological balance 
will also be maintained if animals are 
left alone in their natural habitat. 

- K.Vignesh, Sarbani 
Chakraborty, R.Kowsalya. 
J.Aswin Kumar, J.Sriram, J.Jerry 
Adharsh, A.Sanjnah, S.Jaiyant 
Gopal 











QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 
“How do you feel about being shuffled into a different section of 
your class at the begining of each academic y 
Send us your views by 25.07.2009. Each published entry will receive a 


ar?” 





prize of Fis. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and 
residential address. Those of you who are non- residents of India should send 
us a local (Indian) address too. You can send entries by post or by e.mail 
(gokulam @ kalkiweekly.com) 
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When my parents announced 
that we were going to travel to Egypt 
for our summer vacations, I was 
really thrilled. I had finished my 
board exams and was in the right 
mood to enjoy my holidays 

Egypt is located in the north 
eastern pat of Africa and is country 
with a long history of civilization 
Egypt is also known as “The Gift of 
Nile’, which is one of the longest 
rivers in the world 
an ong 





Infact, there is 





ping debate involving river 
Nile and the Amazon, as to which of 
them is the longest river in the world. 
White Nile and Blue Nile join to 
form the main river which enters 
Egypt at Aswan, where a large dam 
is located, This dam provides hydro: 
electricity to most parts of Egypt. 





Olurfirst stop was at Alexandria, 
an important tourist destination 
Founded by Alexander in 334 BC, it 
was home to one of the largest 
libraries in ancient civilization. In 
its place stands the Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina, a new library 

Next, we went to Luxor, also 
called as the ‘world’s 











realest open 
We visited the Vall 
of Kings and Valley of Queens which 


air museum’ 


housed around 600 tombs, includi 
King Twankhamun’s, ‘The jewehi 
and the crown worn by the king were 





excavated from the tomb and places 
mamuseum, The Luxor temple is 
corridor filled with massive pillars 
and has a well-preserved Sphinx 











The image of the Sun god 
engraved on the floor. We also had 
a horse ride and toured the city and 
markets, which was a feast to the 


eyes. 

Lastly, we went to Cairo, the 
Egyptian capital and saw the 
Great Pyramid of Giza, the tallest 
man made structure, built over 
3,800 years ago!! We also saw 
the Big Sphinx which had the 





Egypt! 





head of a Pharaoh and the body 
of a lion. 

Sailing in the ‘Falukas’, or 
sailing boats was simply 
fantastic. We could see some 
wonderful views of downtown 
Egypt while riding on the 
boats. 

I can say that our Egypt trip was 
truly enjoyable, a real journey into 
the glorious past of an ancient 
civilization. 

- Anirudh Rajseshan, Std.X, 
Indian High School, Dubai. 


Grtichust 


BILLY... 
PILLAI 


Hey! 
1am a budding scientist 
today. And the credit for this 
goes to Billu. 


Billu has also been 
a great help in the 
laboratory. Not only did he 
assist me in my work... 


Billu was not just a part of 
the job; he was the job itself, 
as you can see... 
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He has helped me to choose 
the right books, 
He has acted 
as my mentor and guide 


... but he also enabled me to 
successfully conduct 
an experiment. 
Now | have discovered the 
technique to alter the size of 
any object. 


Serves me right for 
fiddling with science! 
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